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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (currently amended) A method of forming compressed dosage forms, comprising: 

a) placing a supply of powder in flow communication with a die, said die 
comprising a die cavity therein in flow communication with a filter; 

b) applying suction to said die cavity so as to cause powder to flow into said die 
cavity, said suction being applied to said die cavity through said filter; 

c) isolating said filter from said powder in said die cavity; and 

d) compressing said powder in said die cavity so as to form a compressed dosage 
form while said filter is isolated therefrom^ 

wherein said pnwrier has a minimum orifice diameter of fl ownhility greater than about 30 mm as 
measured bv thft Flodex test. 

2. (original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the filter is a screen having a mesh size 
larger than the average particle size of the powder. 

3 (original) The method according to claim 1. wherein said filter communicates with said die 
cavity through a port in said die cavity, and wherein said isolating step (c) comprises moving a 
first punch through said die cavity to cover said port, and wherein said compressing step (d) 
comprises moving a second punch through said die cavity toward said first punch. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 1, wherein a portion of said powder flowing through 
said cavity is tapped in said filter, said method further comprising the steps of: 

(e) purging said trapped powder from said filter after compression step (d); and 

(f) directing said purged powder back to said die cavity, whereby said trapped 
powder is recycled. 

5 (original) The method according to claim 4, wherein said directing step (f) comprises (i) 
directing said purged powder to said powder supply, and (ii) directing said purged powder from 
said powder supply to said die cavity. 
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6. (original) The method according to claim 4 ? wherein said directing step (f) comprises 
directing said purged powder directly back to said die cavity. 



7. Cancel 

8. (original) The method according to claim 7, wherein the relative standard deviation in weight 
of said compressed dosage forms is less than about 2%. 

9. (original) The method according to claim 7, wherein the relative standard deviation in weight 
of said compressed dosage forms is less than about 1%. 

10. (original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said powder comprises at least 85 
percent by weight of medicant and has an average particle size of about 50 to about 300 microns. 

11. (original) Tbe method according to claim 10, wherein the relative standard deviation in 
weight of said compressed dosage forms is less than about 1%. 

12. (original) The method according to claim 1, wherein said powder is made by dry blending. 

13. (cuirently amended) An apparatus for forming compressed dosage forms, comprising: 

a) a suction source; 

b) a die cavity having (i) a first port for placing said die cavity in flow 
communication with said suction source, whereby said suction source applies suction to 
said die cavity, and (ii) a second port for placing said die cavity in flow communication 
with a supply of powder having a minimum ori fic e diameter of flowability greater than 
about 30 mm as measured bv the Flodex test, whereby said suction source assists said 
powder in flowing into said die cavity; 

(c) a filter disposed between said suction source and said second port, whereby 
suction is applied to said die cavity through said filter; and 

(d) a punch for compressing said powder in said die cavity so as to form said 
compressed dosage forms. 
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14. (original) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said punch is mounted for motion 
between first and second positions, said first position disposed below said first and second ports, 
and said second position disposed between said first and second ports, whereby said punch 
isolates said first port from said die cavity when in said second position. 

15. (original) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein a portion of said powder that flows 
through said cavity is trapped in said filter, said apparatus further comprising: 

e) a source of pressurized fluid; 

f) a conduit for placing said pressurized fluid in flow communication with said 
filter so as to purge said trapped powder from said filter. 

16. (original) The apparatus according to claim 15, further comprising means for recovering 
powder trapped by said filter and means for recycling said recovered powder back to said die 
cavity. 

17. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, which is capable of compressing said powder with a 
force of at least 20 kN. 

18. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said filter is disposed within said die cavity, 

19. (original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said filter is disposed proximal to said die 
cavity. 

20. (original) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said die table further comprises a 
plurality of openings on its outer periphery, a plurality of channels connecting said openings with 
said die cavities, and a shoe block contacting a portion of the outer periphery of said die table 
and aligned with said openings, such that said shoe block covers said openings upon rotation of 
said die table past said shoe block. 

Claims 21-26 (canceled). 
Cancel claims 27-39. 
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40. (nevA A method of fo r pyug commw ed dosage forms, comprising: 

a) nlacipcr a snnnlv of powder in flow r.nmmunication with a file, said djg 
rfvm prisinp a die cavitv therein fl»w commnnication with a fitter, 

M apolvina suction ™ said d i » ^vitv so as to cause powder to flow Etta said di g. 
ffa vitv. said surtinn heing a p p^ to said die cavity through said filter: 
el isola t e saiH filter fr^m said powder in said die cavity; and, 
• H% compj^aiBg s» ™ Bfiwder in said ^ djg cavity so as to form a SOmprgsggd dpsaqe 
fhrm while said filter is iso lated therefrom. 
wherein said Cephas a mini m ™ fflifiSS diameter of flowabnjty greatgrjhan about 2$ mm as 

measured fr y the Flodex test. 

41 . faev/l The method accord ^ to claim 40. wherein the filter * a screen haying a mesh size , 
larger than the averape particle size of the powder 

4? fa^ The ir-ethnd accord s i» claim 40. wherein said filter communicates w*th said d jg 
e»vitv through a r ^t in .aid die c p ™*v ,nH wherein said isolating step f c) comprises mpying * 
first punch thr ^ f* ««iH die ca v ity cover sairi port, and wherein sajd cpmpressmg Step fd) 
^n yriM. movi n g « second pun * * fhrfmri. said die cavity toward saffl first punc h, 

4^ frSSd The method according rfaim 40. wherein a portion, pf said powder flowing flggugb 
snirl cavity is trapped in sa ^ filter, said m»thnd flirther comprising the Steps of; 

M purgiag sai H H-ap ped nowc W fam said filter after compression step (d); and 
m directing said purged P A^e T hack to ff «iH Hie cavity whereby said trapped . 
powder is recycled. 

44 mewt TV- method acggr d jrig tn claim 43 wherein said directing step (f) cpmprises Ji) 
djrectiag said purged nowder to g ajd P ™Her suppIv and (if) directing said purged ppwder from 
said pn wHer supply to said die cavity. 



4s fa^ The method accordi n g t o glass 43. wherein said directing step ffl pomprisft* directing 
said pureed pnwfler direc tly back to said die cavity. 

46 , fnewt A m*™™* of for m ing compressed dosage fprms, comprising: 

-7 - 
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a > pacing a sugpjy, flf powd e r ir. flow communication with a , dje, said dig, 
ooni Brising a di * ™vitv therein in How cornmunir^ion with a SltSS 

ap p 1vin g suction Sgid djg ca v ity so as to cause nowder to flow IBS said die 
»M E.mtion beiu p « P pti«d tQ said dm cavity throng gaid filter; 
gj isolating s fliH filter from ^id nowder in said die cavity; and, 
A) comBressing gaj d Eowderjs said die gayjty so as, form a cornpressed dosage 
fe rtn white said fi lter is isolated therefrom, 
„rW.in aaidnow^rhas amirnm " ™ grjfice djarnetst of flowabiUty gr^tgr^ies who* 15 mm^j 

measured b v the Flodex test. 

47 faewl The accordin g IB clairn 46. wherein the filter is a yrrwi having a mesh size 

larger than the average particle si*e of the powder. 

rn ftW -> The ^cordin o to claim 46. wherein said filter communicates with sajd die 

^tv rtwrnri, a p p ~ r.i. cavity and wherein said isolating step f o> composes moving a 

first nunch throuf* ™H die cavity to co v er said port , ™d wherein said compressing step ^ fl 
comprises movi™ » ^cond pun c h through said die cavity toward said first punch , 

AQ fr,ew> The ™tW accordi n g to Haim 46. wherein a portion of said powder flowing through 
said cavity is t ™p p*d in said f j p>r said method fiirther comprising the steps of: 

f » ) purring said trapped nowder fr™ ™<* filter "Aw compression step (d); and 
(f| directing s*id purged T>ow d »r hack to said die cavity, whereby said trapp ed, 
powder is recycled. 

<;n faew^ The method accordir * to r-.tnim 49. wherein said directing step (f) comprises (Q 
directing said purged nowder to tf * powder supply and (X) directing said , purged powder from 
said powder supply to said die cavity^ 

SL faew-> The method accord^ ? to claim 49. wherein said directing step ff) comprises directing 
said pureed powder dire c% hack to said die cavity, 

52. (new) A method of forming c o mpressed dosage forms, comprising: 
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*) placing a su p ply of oowde r i n flow com munication with a die, said d>e 
comprising a dip cavity therei n in flow comm unication with a filter . ; 

M anolving suction to said His cavity s o as to cause powder to flow into said d ie 
cavit y , said suctio n hmn< > app lied tn said die cavity through said filter; 
c\ isolaW said filte r from said oowder in said die cavitv; and 
A) ^im pressing Mid powder i n said die cavity so as to form a compressed dosag e 
fr-rm, while said fil t e r i s i s olated therefrom, 
wherein said powder comprise at least 85 p a rent hv weight of medicant and has an average 
particle size of about 50 to about ^00 microns. 

53, fawrt The method accordin g to claim 52. wherein the filter is a screen havinP a mesh sfre 
parser than the average particle size of the powder. 

54 (new> The method accordm? to claim 5? wherein said filter communicates with said dig 
cavitv through a port in said die cavitv. a nd wherein said isolating step fc) comprises moving , a 
first punch thmnoh said die c *vitv to cover said port, and wherein said compressing gtep (°> 
com prises moving a secon d punch through said die cavity toward said first P""Ch- 

55. fnew^ The, method according to clai m 52, wherein a nortion of said powder flowing through 
ga id cavitv is trapped in said filter, said method further comprising the steps.pjj 

(e) PVTr ' ff ff ** id t™™* 1 nowd e »- from said filter after compression step fd); and 
ffl directing said nureed p r ,wd CT hack to said die cavitv whereby said trapped 
powder is recycled. 

56. (new-) The method acco r ding to claim 55. wherein said directing step (f) comprises ffl 
directing said pujggd powder to said powder supply, and (jp directing said purged powder from 
said powde r supply to said die cavitv... 

^7. fnewl The method according to cla i m 55. wherein said directing step (f) comprises directing 
said purged powder directly back t o said die cavitv. 

58. (newl An apparatus for forminp compressed dosage forms, comprising; 
a ) a suction source; 
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a die cavity having (i) a first port for placing said die cavity in flow 

communication with said suction source, whereby said suction source applies suction to 
said die cavity, and a second port for placing said die cavity in flow communication 
with a supply of powder having a minimum orifice diameter of flowabilityigreater than 
about 25 mm as measured bv the Flodex test, whereby said suction source assists said 
powder in flowing into said die cavity: 

(c) a filter disposed between said suction source and said second oort. whereby 
suction is applied tQ said die cavity through sai4 filter, and 

(e) a punc h for compressing said powder m said die cavity so as to form said 



59. faew) The apparatus according to claim 58, wherein said punch is mounted for motion 
between first and second positions, said first position disposed below said first and second ports. 
and said second position disposed between said first and second ports, whereby said punch 
isolates said first port from said die cavity when in said second position. 

60. fnew) The apparatus according to claim 58. wherein a portion of said powder that flows 
through said cavity is trapped in said filter, said apparatus farther comprising: 

e) a source of pressurized fluid; 

fi a conduit for placing said pressurized fluid in flow communication with said 

filter so as to purge said trapped powder from said filter. 

61. (new) An apparatus for forming compressed dosage forms, comprising; 

o) a suction source: 

bla die cavity having (i) a first port for placing said die cavity in flow 

communicatio n with said suction source, whereby said suction source applies suction to 
said die cavity, and (ii^ a second port for placing said die cavity in flow communication 
with a supply of powder having a minimum orifice diameter of flowabilitv greater than 
about 15 mm as measured by the Flodex test, whereby Said suction source assists said 
powder in flowing into said die cavity; 



(c) a filter disposed between said suction source and said second port , whereby 
suctjpn is applied to said die cavity through saifl filter; and 



compressed dosage forms. 
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(f) a punch for compressing said powder in said die cavitv so as to form said 
compressed dosage forms. 



62. (new) The apparatus according to claim 58. wherein said punch is mo unted for motion 
between first and second positions, said first position d isposed below said first and second ports. 
and said second position disposed between said first and s econd ports, whereby said punch 
isolates said first port from said die cav itv when in said second position, 

63. (hew) The apparatus according to claim 58. wherein a portion of sa id powder that flows - 
through said cavitv is trapped in said filter- said apparatus furthe r comprising: 

e) a source of pressurized fluid; 

f) a conduit for placing said pressurized fluid in flow co mmunication with said 

fitter so as to pur se said trapped powder from said filter. 



64. (new) The apparatus according to claim 58. further comprising means for recovering powd er 
trapped by said filter and means for recycling said recovered powder back to said die cavity. 
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